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Commentary on First Corinthians. 

A Critical and Grammatical Commentary on St. Paul's First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians. By Charles J. Ellicott, D.D., Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol. An- 
dover : W. F. Draper. 1889. Pp. 342. Price, $2.75. 

It is very gratifying to renew acquaintance with so accurate and devout a scholar 
as Bishop Ellicott. For many years his collected commentaries on the minor 
epistles of Paul have held the first rank. But we have waited, it seemed some- 
times in vain, for the appearance of similar volumes upon the larger epistles. 
At last, after an interval of twenty-five years, there lies before us this work on First 
Corinthians. Though so long a period has elapsed the author pursues precisely 
the same plan as in his earlier books, the aim being " to ascertain, as far as possi- 
ble, by means of a close and persistent consideration of the grammatical form 
and logical connection of the language of the original, what the inspired writer 
exactly desired to convey." No more profitable task could be presented to a 
student of the Greek New Testament than to give himself to a thorough study of 
St. Paul's writings under the severe and self-restrained leadership of Ellicott's 
commentaries. The man who is on the lookout for homiletic helps and easy lifts 
in his preparations for pulpit or Bible-class will have no use for this volume. 
Here are no sermons on every page to be appropriated. But the exact thought and 
relations of thought in the epistle are clearly brought out from the standpoint of a 
strict grammatical exegesis. In one or two points it seems that exception might 
be taken to the writer's methods. It is a task almost superfluous to print a 
special Greek text, when the great textual critics have given us the results of 
their labors in editions of the Greek New Testament which are in the hands of all. 
In the principles on which Dr. Ellicott rests in his study of New Testament 
Greek grammar, it is to be noted that he makes but small account of the influence 
of Hebraic modes of expression upon the apostles' style. The parallels cited 
and standards of judgment are almost always found in classical Greek. This, we 
cannot but think, is to hamper oneself with a weight of unavailable material, and 
not seldom to fall into error in grammatical exegesis. It cannot be doubted that 
a close study of Hebrew syntax is of the utmost necessity for a completely fur- 
nished New Testament scholar. Paul, trained as a Jew, born into the atmosphere 
of the Old Testament Scriptures, not seldom writes Hebrew in Greek and needs 
a Hebrew scholar to grasp and elucidate his meaning. This Commentary on First 
Corinthians is gotten up in simple style, accurately printed with clear type and 
good paper, such as is accustomed to be found in the books that come from the 
publishing house of W. F. Draper. 

Heredity. 

Essays upon Heredity. By Aug. Weismann. Macmillan and Co. Clarendon Press. 
1889. 8vo., pp. 455. Price, $4.00. 

American students of the more profound biological problems are fortunate in 
having these important essays in so good an English form. Romanes has recently 



